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The present study reunites seven European perspectives on 

social economy, individual perspectives that complete the overall 
picture on social economy on European level.  

 The title of the study The changes of social economy in europe: a 

perspective of 7 countries, raises public interest using some concepts 
like social economy, Europe, perspective, concepts which send to a field 
more and more interesting and discussed in the last years, that of social 
economy. 

 The material is published within the project - Social Work and 
Social Economy, as a result of the good collaboration of university 
professors from the following countries: Austria, France, Hungary, 
Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia and Romania. 

 The aim of this study is to define social economy taking into 
account the national context and to clarify the forms, conditions, 
institutions and social actors which contribute or are part of social 
economy. 

 The work can be divided into seven parts, each one presenting a 
perspective on social economy for an European country: Social and 
Solidarity Economy in France, Social Economy and Social Work in 
Austria, Social Policies and Social Economy in Slovakia, Social Policies 
and Social Economy in Czech Republic, Social Enterprises in Czech 
Republic, Social Economy in Poland – General Presentation of the 
Development and the Current Situation of Economic and Social Entities, 
The Development of Social Economy in Romania, Social Economy, Social 
Work in Hungary. 
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 The first perspective – Social and Solidarity Economy in 
France is written by Anna Delage and Yves Coutand. The two present a 
brief history of social economy in France, the social and political context 
based on which social and solidarity economy was developed. Solidarity 
economy, as a concept, first emerged in 1980 and was seen as a political 
and social agreement based on joined initiative and civil society.  

 This type of economy, solidarity economy, includes more sectors, 
institutions and organizations than social economy. The principles, 
values, criteria of social economy and solidarity economy were first 
summed up in the same document, named European Charter of Social 
Economy, in Brussels on April 10, 2002. After 2008 and the economical 
crisis, France was forced to create and find new means and solutions to 
respond to the social needs of the society. 

 Both social and solidarity economy should be seen as 
instruments of social cohesion. The study ends with an optimistic note: 
to accomplish great things we must not only act, but also dream. 

 
 The second perspective presents Social Economy and Social 

Work in Austria by Gerhard Melinz, Astrid Pennerstprfer and Brigitta 
Zierer. In this study the authors emphasize the link between social 
work, social assistance and social economy. It presents a description of 
the transformation over time of private-public mix in Austria. In 2012 
the Association for Employers in Health and Social Care Professions 
received the name Social Economy Austria, marking an important 
moment in the evolution of social economy.  

 In Austria, social economy comprises four major organizational 
groups: cooperatives, mutual societies, foundations and associations. 
The term social economy was used for a long period of time in the field 
of social services and social assistance. Some experts place in the sector 
of social economy all non-profit organizations that provide social 
services.  

 In Austria, according to the last statistics, education and social 
and health services are part of social economy sector and in 2015 there 
were over 2420 organizations which could be placed under this sector. 
In this country, social economy mixes both the private and the public. 
Mixed public-private institutions provide services and activities 
considered to be part of social economy.  

 Social economy is not clearly defined; it speaks only of public 
and private organizations providing social services in various forms. 
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 The third study, Social Policies and Social Economy in 
Slovakia, written by Ondrej Botek describes the beginnings and the 
evolution of social economy on Slovak territory. We can talk about 
social policies and social economy since 1918.  

 The massive transformation process of social economy in 
Slovakia knows two stages: a) the stage of crisis solutions - solutions 
that have been implemented in four main areas: employment policy, 
wage policy, family policy and social security; b) the actual 
transformation stage – it began in 1996 and included the following 
processes: demonopolization, decentralization, democratization, status 
change for social actors seen individually and with individual needs, the 
plurality of funding sources, the plurality of types and forms of social 
protection, humanization, reconfiguration of needs, personification and 
professionalization.  

 Social economy in this country is seen for a very long time as a 
synonym for share capital, third sector economy, alternative economy, 
the voluntary sector, non-profit sector or NGOs.  

In Slovakia there are four types of institutions, placed in the field 
of social economy, in regards to activity: civil associations, NGOs, 
foundations and institutions with non-investment founds. At the same 
time, social economy has two major areas of activity: employment and 
social services. 

 
Another perspective is that of the Czech Republic – Social 

Economy in Czech Republic, a study by Sarka Ulcakova. It underlines 
that the whole process of development of society attracted the 
development of social economy. It talks about social economy in the 
Czech Republic since 19th century. Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, Karel 
Englis, Ladislav Chleborad are just a few of those concerned with the 
beginnings of social economy. The Central Council of Cooperatives 
founded in 1945 was of great help and assistance for social economy. Its 
progress was supported by the development of social entrepreneurship 
since 2000. As in other European countries, social economy does not 
have a fixed definition in Czech Republic.  

It is related to non-profit organizations, cooperatives and 
professional public programs. It is primarily aimed at social cohesion, 
employment, local development etc. The aim of social economy is not 
the profit. In 2002, during a conference in Prague, basic actions for 
social economy were established: the integration of excluded or 
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marginalized in the community, the development of solidarity and 
cohesion.  

Sarka Doricakova presents another study characteristic for the 
Czech Republic, related to social enterprises in that area. Their main 
purpose is to remove barriers that prevent people entering the open 
labor market and therefore contribute to a better concordance between 
the supply of labor and the demand and its qualifications. 

Social enterprises, according to this study, can be divided into: 
integration enterprises, general enterprises and enviromental 
enterprises. Their operating principles are of direct benefit to 
employees namely: social benefits, economic benefits and 
environmental and local benefits. Since 2013 the number of social 
enterprises grew by 100% and their number is continuously growing 
and developing. Social economy has total support in the Czech Republic 
with a large number of ongoing projects that help social and economic 
development. 

 
The fifth perspective, Social Economy in Poland - general 

presentation of its development and current situation, by Witold 
Mandrysz completes the general picture of social economy in Europe. In 
Poland, social economy is a newly developed economy. It came as a 
response to the problems of marginalized people, the lack of 
employment and discrimination. Its main objective is to combat social 
exclusion and marginalization in the labor market.  

This presentation is the result of an empirical material 
developed by the author. There is no universally accepted definition on 
social economy, it is correlated with other terms: cohesion, solidarity, 
community etc. 

P. Salustowicz presents possible interpretations on social 
economy: the perspective of wage policies and the labor market, the 
prspective of social policies, the perspective of integration policies, the 
perspective of democratization, the perspective of social change. 

The concept of social economy is used to describe the activities 
of cooperatives, mutual insurance companies, businesses that support 
social cohesion. Polish institutions treated as social economy entities 
are: Center for Social Integration, social integration clubs and social 
cooperatives. 

The main purpose of social economy is to create as many jobs as 
possible, strengthen social cohesion, integrate marginalized population. 
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Social entrepreneurship is seen as a good solution for problems related 
to unemployment, lack of jobs and lack of integration in the community. 

Though it had a number of barriers such as lack of legal 
framework, lack of cooperation and support from the authorities, lack 
of involvement at community level, social economy has seen a beautiful 
evolution and development over the last decade in Poland. 

 
The penultimate study is dedicated to The development of 

social economy in Romania, study by Adina Rebeleanu and Livia 
Popescu. July 2015 is the most important year to date to social economy 
in Romania because it was the year that Law 219/ 2015 was adopted, 
regulating the status of social economy in Romania. Social economy as a 
concept was stated in the government's decision number 829/ 2002, 
decision that includes the plan for solving and fighting poverty and 
social exclusion. There are presented two plans that coexist in social 
economy: the first is the proper economic activities and the second is 
associated with urban environmental plans and infrastructure.  

Social economy operates through the following structures: credit 
cooperatives, C.A.R. units, cooperative companies, associations and 
foundations.  

There was a significant increase of social economy structures 
between 2000 and 2010. Positive examples presented: Mosaic S.R.L. 
Bucharest and Mesteshukar ButiQ are clear evidence of best practices 
and success of social economy in our country. 

 
The final study, Social Economy and Social Assistance in 

Hungary, by Laszlo Patyan concludes this paper. As in other European 
countries covered, there is no universally accepted definition for social 
economy. It is presented as the third sector in Hungary, different from 
the market sector / private sector and other sectors of the state. It 
emerged as a response to community needs and is continuously 
developing and changing.  

John Pearce lists the essential characteristics for organizations 
classified as core part of the social economy: they have a social purpose 
and provide resources for the community, they are non-profit 
organizations, they contribute to the maintaining and preserving of 
community resources, they use in their activities only transparent and 
democratic methods and are independent from state and the foreign 
trade market. 
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Interest in social economy in Hungary has increased in the last 
decade. Innovation, sustained business model, expansion of the 
workforce are just some of the concepts of social economy in Hungary 
in 2015. 

The topic mentioned in the title is very well developed and 
substantiated. The information presented in this study is addressed to 
people with training in social economy as well as other social actors 
who are interested in social economy. 

This study provides a review of perspectives on social economy 
in the mentioned countries, on ways of developing and supporting 
social economy characteristic to each state, on the impediments and 
opportunities for development of social economic activities. This 
European study is important because it presents the opportunities for 
development of social economy, the barriers encountered and the 
current context of social economy in Europe. 

The writting of such a study is needed to support possible 
changes to opportunities and directions of development of social 
economy in Europe. 

 
 
 


