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The work title is prominent  and provides the topics found in the 
research which  clarify what will be discussed in the analysis. 

The introductory section of the research pinpoints the project’s 
aims, objectives, methodology and means of structuralism.  

 
Part I: Romanian rural environment and associations of 

landowners is made up of three sections. 
The first section highlights the insufficient development of the 

agricultural sector in Romanian rural areas, presents the cooperation 
and association of small farmers as a solution to agricultural 
development, while trying to identify the issues that restrict solving the 
difficulties in Romanian countryside. Thus, a number of theoretical 
approaches such as: the theory of collective action; the paradigm 
developed by Elinor Ostrom; theories of social capital; is the approach 
which provides insights regarding the low level of association, but also 
a complex analysis of factors, conditions and principles necessary to 
increase the level of cooperation and association in the Romanian rural 
areas. 

The analysis of the agricultural landowners and forest owners is 
carried out by researchers from a social economical perception, 
following a number of conditions such as economic and especially social 
duality, voluntary participation, democratic governing, the right to vote 
for the decision and the limited distribution of profit (benefits). 

The second section presents the situation of the rural areas after 
1990 and after reallotment, of  the abolition of the Agricultural 
Production Cooperatives and other legislative changes as well, the 
monthly remuneration of owners who had leased land. All these 
changes have produced differences in agricultural employment and 
non-agricultural sectors, have led to subsistence farming, the mass 
unemployment subsuquently needing to impose a series of common 
efforts for the socio-economic development  to balance the situation of 
rural areas. 

The third section describes the efforts to harmonize the policies 
of rural areas development, which policies began to be efficient after 
Romania joined the European Union, by accessing funding. In this way 
the measures specified by the Common Agricultural Policy (PAC) and 
the National Programme for Rural Development (PNDR) started to 
outline the Romanian rural development premises. In this section the 
authors draw attention to the underdevelopment of the Romanian rural 
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infrastructure and the need of using the provided funds for its 
development, but also to the maladjustement of PAC measures and 
subsidies and funding provided under the PNDR to the needs and 
current situation of Romanian rural environment. 

Section four describes the number of agricultural cooperatives 
following the exposure of their purpose, their original form, mentioning 
the determinant factors of the evolution process and the role of the 
cooperatives. 

 
Part II: Collective organizations of forest owners in Romania 

includes three sections. 
Section’s One purpose is to clarify the definition of social 

economy activity and to underline the role and characteristics of the 
collective organization of the communities, Fortune Communities, joint 
possesions and the communal forests. In this section  the researchers 
reveals the legal status of these forms of collective associations, outlines 
the specific, the membership conditions and their characteristics, 
highlighting the differences and the contributions of each of these 
organization forms to the development of rural communities. 

The second section added to the list of collective organization 
forms the forestry associations, the authors achieving a deeper 
description of these institutions and of their existence in Romania thus 
presenting their features and changes that occur over time. The impact 
of the legal regulations specifies that their adoption was ment to either 
stabilize the existing customary rules or setting up a legal status. 

The third section reviews the actual situation of the forestry 
entities in the field of social economy throughstudy analisys, articles 
and research reports with the purpose to identify the predominate 
areas, the accounting of benefits brought to communities and of the 
validation of information previously presented. 

 
Part III: Collective organizations of agricultural and forest 

land owners. Empirical analysis made up of four sections. 
The first section continues in a short manner the main issues 

discussed in the previous sections regarding the development of the 
agricultural domain in Romanian rural areas, which are: land 
fragmentation, poor technological development, progress uneven in 
rural areas and the difficulties encountered in implementing the 
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Common Agricultural Policy (PAC) inadequately adapted to the  
specifics of the Romanian rural environment development. 

The second section deals with description of the surveys based 
on questionnaires realised within the "Prometheus" project, which have 
been applied to a number of 556 rural communities / owners, and to a 
number of 794 agricultural associations in order to establish a profile 
for organizations and to analyze their classification in the means of 
social enterprise. 

The interview-based survey conducted within the project 
"Prometheus" highlights a number of difficulties regarding the conjunct 
in the collective organizations. The lack of access to information, the 
lack of trust in the association structures, fears about their failure, 
achieving by all means their personal interest etc. are the main 
difficulties identified through the investigation. 

The material is a comprehensive informative guide about the 
history of collective organizations of agricultural and forest land 
owners, completed by a sociological survey-based investigation based 
on a questionnaire which is also accessible to the public with the help of 
a clear and specific language. 

A trademark of the work can be seen by using the criterion of 
triangulation of data and through the importance of theoretical data 
correlation with the practical ones. 

This study represents a real basis of information regarding the 
changes, the current situation and the necessary steps for the 
agricultural development of Romanian rural areas. 
 

 
 




