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Between 10th and 14th November 2014, Cluj hosted the first 
edition of “Social Economy Days in Cluj”. This event was a premiere at 
local level and one of the few of such kind in Romania. The event was a 
result of the initiative of the 1st and 2nd year master students of the 
“Social Work and Social Economy” specialization within the Faculty of 
Sociology and Social Work at the “Babeș-Bolyai” University Cluj-Napoca. 
The idea proved to be an efficient and visible way for promoting social 
economy as engine of community development.  

This initiative, generated by the necessity to promote social 
economy (hardly well-known in Romania) as an active solution for social 
inclusion and local development, took the form of several manifestations, 
different in configuration, structure and content, developed “for the 
community and within the community”. The events brought together 
important local figures: public and private social services providers, 
public authorities, professional training in social economy providers and 
mass-media.  

The campaign “Social Economy Days in Cluj”, through its 
manifestations, was dedicated to essential goals, as: 
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• Promoting the concept of social economy, aiming to raise the level of 
understanding and awareness regarding the opportunities provided by 
this activity; 
• Community development, by increasing the social responsibility and 
solidarity and also the engagement of all the local actors; 
• Stimulating partnerships and joint actions at community level, for 
higher social inclusion and quality of life.  

The motto of the first edition of this campaign was: “Together 
because we care, together we are stronger!”. This motto was strategically 
chosen in order to draw the community’s attention to some basic 
concepts of social development: active engagement and participation, 
social responsibility and solidarity and partnerships for joint actions. 

The initiative was supported by the Faculty of Sociology and 
Social Work, “Babeș-Bolyai” University Cluj-Napoca, an institution that 
promotes and encourages the active implication and participation of its 
students in the local community development. The project had also many 
local institutions and organizations as partners: The Department for 
Medical and Social Assistance – Cluj-Napoca City Hall, The North-West 
Regional Pact for Employment and Social Inclusion, The Centre for Social 
Initiatives IMPROVE, The Foundation for People’s Development Cluj-
Napoca, The Foundation for Helping and Protecting the Neuropsychiatric 
Handicapped Cluj-Napoca – “St. Mary Day Centre”, The Association of 
Social Work Students. Mass-media, represented by Cluj Radio and Cluj 
Monitor, actively supported and promoted the events within the 
campaign. 

“The Social Economy Days in Cluj” started on the 10th of 
November with a student exchange at the Faculty of Sociology and Social 
Work, organized around the subject “The university professional 
training in social economy”, manifestation that gathered master students 
within the same specialization from Austria, Germany and Hungary, 
partner universities in the master program “Social Work and Social 
Economy”.  

The purpose of this event was to familiarize the students with the 
European models of social economy, but also to identify several solutions 
for increasing the visibility of social work profession in the socio-
economical field. 
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The 12th of November was dedicated to the first edition of the 
fair of social economy services and products from Cluj – called ECONSOC 
EXPO, which took place in the middle of the community (the Museum 
Square from Cluj-Napoca). At this first edition of ECONSOC EXPO fair 
participated 19 representatives of institutions with social economy 
activities and important social services providers, exhibiting their 
products and services: The Romanian Foundation for Children, 
Community and Family (FRCCF) Cluj-Napoca, “Hans Spalinger” 
Association (AHS) Cluj-Napoca, The Credit Union for Pensioners Cluj-
Napoca, Habitat for Humanity Cluj-Napoca, The Christian Union from 
Romania (UCR) Cluj-Napoca, The Humanitarian Association “Together 
for Them” Baia-Mare, “Symbol” Association Cluj-Napoca, Foundation for 
People’s Development Cluj-Napoca, The Medical-Christian Philanthropic 
Association CHRISTIANA Cluj-Napoca, “Children’s Future” Association 
Ramsau Dej, “Autism” Association Câmpia Turzii, The Association of 
Psychologically Handicapped Oradea, The Social Work Nongovernmental 
Professional Association ASSOC Baia-Mare, The “Phoenix Hope” 
Association Mediaș, The North-West Regional Pact for Employment and 
Social Inclusion Cluj-Napoca, “St. Mary Day Center” (APAHNP) Cluj-
Napoca, The Association of Social Work Students (ASAS) Cluj-Napoca, 
The CSPHN Association Hunedoara and Caritas Cluj-Napoca. The fair had 
local, but also national participation.  

“Social Economy Days in Cluj” ended on the 14th of November 
with the debate “Social Economy – opportunities, tendencies, challenges 
and perspectives”, gathering numerous participants, representing 
institutions and organizations with social work and social economy 
activities: The Department for Medical and Social Assistance – Cluj-
Napoca City Hall, “Down– Raluca Educational Centre” Foundation Cluj-
Napoca, The Foundation for the Elder Care Cluj-Napoca, The Credit 
Union for Pensioners Cluj-Napoca, “Orthodox Philanthropy” Association 
Cluj-Napoca, “St. Daniel” Charity Foundation, “World Vision” Romania 
Foundation Cluj-Napoca, professors from “Babeș-Bolyai” University Cluj-
Napoca, The North-West Regional Pact for Employment and Social 
Inclusion Cluj-Napoca, students of the Faculty of Sociology and Social 
Work, local authorities and many others. 

This manifestation aimed to create a proper environment for 
discussions between the private social services providers, the public 
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authorities and the professional training in social economy providers, in 
order to create opportunities of exchanging experiences, to promote best 
practices, to identify solutions for developing the social economy, to 
encourage joint actions. Another important purpose was to elaborate a 
database with the representatives of the institutions and organizations 
that were actively involved in this campaign, which will later develop in 
a platform for communication and professional networking. 

To conclude, the first edition of the “Social Economy Days in Cluj” 
was a successful event that, by its width, exceeded the initial 
expectations and established high standards for future actions of this 
kind. From the students (organizers)’ point of view, the honor of being 
involved in this successful campaign represented a reconfirmation of the 
decision regarding the specialization chosen at the master level. The 
event also gave them a plus of knowledge regarding the importance of 
social economy in the community development. By the impact of the 
campaign, we understood the mission and the future of the social 
economy specialists in the actions to promote an integrative social work 
and the social inclusion of the vulnerable groups. 




