
 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF OCCUPATION: 
DEMAND OF SOCIAL ECONOMY IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

REGIONS BUCHAREST-ILFOV AND SOUTH-EAST 

Simona Maria Stănescu and Sorin Cace (Editors) 
Expert Publishing House, National Institute of Economic Research,  

Romanian Academy, 2011 Adina Mihăilescu[1] The book was written within a project with European funding: ”INTEGRAT – resources for the socially excluded women and Roma groups”, cofinanced from the European Social Fund from 2010 to 2013 through the Sectoral Operational Plan Human Resources Development, 2007-2013, priority axis 6. ”Promotion of social inclusion”, major area of intervention 6.1. ”Social economy development”, coordinated by Simona Maria Stănescu and Sorin Cace. The following authors produced contributions to this book: Vlad Achimescu (methodology, III.1), Florin Botonogu (III.2.), Gabriela Dima (III.3.), Adina Drăgotoiu (I.2.), Simona Ilie (II.3.), Alina Ioana Marinoiu (I.2.), Victor Nicolăescu (introduction), Ramona Pavel (I.3.), Ana Maria Preoteasa (II.2.), Mariana Stanciu (I.1.), Iulian Stănescu (II.1.), Ştefan Corneliu Ştefănescu (III.4.), Cristina Tomescu (III.2.), Simona Maria Stănescu (introduction, synthesis, methodology, III.1., IV) and Sorin Cace (methodology, III.1.). The book is a complex and minute endeavour whose content was compiled not just by the collective of researchers mentioned above, but also valuable partners with vast knowledge in the subject topic of the book: Institute for Quality of Life Research (ICCV) of the Romanian Academy and our international partner Bolt International Consulting L. Katsikaris & Co Limited Partnership from Greece. Based on same empirical evidence 
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Within the same project it was published Between opportunities and risks: supply of social economy in the development regions Bucharest-Ilfov and South-East ((Stănescu, Cace, Alexandrescu coord, 2011; Mihăilescu, 2013, pp. 231-236).  The purpose of the book was to make an analysis of social economy development in the regions of development Bucharest-Ilfov and South-East, as well as of the potential of these areas to support the further development of the organizations with economic activity directed towards the vulnerable groups of population and their reinsertion on the labour market. The book focused on the following categories of population vulnerable in terms of income and quality of the personal and family life: women, young people, the Roma population and the people with disabilities. These categories of vulnerable population are much broader topics of analysis, each of them being approached in a dedicated chapter: see I.3 Social entrepreneurship and the inclusion of the groups which are vulnerable on the labour market; II.2. Vulnerable groups and behaviours of reinsertion on the labour market; III.1. Potential of women involvement in social economy; III.2. Social economy, opportunity for the social integration of the Roma people, and III.3. Too close to giving up. Demand of social economy of the people with disabilities from Romania, and III.4. Perception of the population regarding the disfavoured social categories that should be assisted). The collection of data on the demand of social economy covered a large number of people: 3620 respondents selected from 584 polling sections from 178 communes/towns. The field research distinguished three sub-samples stratified according to the county (Brăila, Buzău, Constanţa, Galaţi, Tulcea, Vrancea) and by the type of settlement (poor commune, developed commune, town with less than 30,000 inhabi-tants, town with 30,000 to 99,999 inhabitants, town with 100,000 to 200,000 inhabitants, town with more than 200,000 inhabitants). This shows the size of the field research, the sizeable number of people interviewed, the dispersion of the field research and the poor-wealthy dimension of the particular surveyed places. After a review of the European policies and their implications within the national context, the author of Chapter I.1. makes an analysis of the different European patterns of social protection, showing the clear 
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differences existing between the North-European and South-European systems. The northern systems grant social benefits particularly to the eligible persons of active age, unlike the southern systems which focus on the pensioners. The Anglo-Saxon system is more efficient in reducing the inequalities among the population of active age and less among the pensioners. Although there are differences, even radical, we may say, the people in EU speak a lot about the social problems and about the reinvention of a new European social pattern. Although major sectoral reforms are in progress in the fields of social insurances, public healthcare, education and social work, Romania invested systematically little more than half of the EU average (30% of the GDP in the EU and 16.4% in Romania). This was seen in the difficulties and social tensions and in the failure to accomplish the objectives of social development. The following groups identified during the research are confronted with the highest risk of falling into poverty and social exclusion: the young people, the women, the Roma people, the people with disabilities, the immigrants, the old people or the people from the rural. The economic crisis which ravaged in Romania and worldwide during the past years caused unpleasant situations on the labour market and weakened the system of social protection. Bucharest-Ilfov development region analysed in the book has one of the lowest rate of unemployment in Romania: 2.2% Bucharest and 2.6% Ilfov, while the South-East development region has an unemployment rate of 7.9%. The social economy services are necessary because they represent the maturation of everything that means social service in Romania. Hence, the social economy activities are beneficial because they create jobs for the people with poor qualification or for the people with disabilities. These organisations use locally available human resources to develop local projects, to provide community and commercial services, which to meet the most important and urgent local necessities. Of these, the non-governmental organisations should support the social economy activities, while the local and central governance authorities should provide support through proper laws. It is yet to be determined whether indeed the EU or the Romanian state try to support these initiative, but the local authorities should encourage these activities for pensioners and for the remunerated people. 
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The behaviours identified in the vulnerable groups regarding the reintegration on the labour market are different. There are unemployed people who stated that they didn’t seek a job because of their personal problems which don’t allow them to work (family duties, health state), while other unemployed people consider that their competencies or characteristics are insufficient. About the same aspects, particularly those pertaining to health state are also put forth by the people with disabilities, who spend a long time outside the labour market. The situation of the Roma people on the labour market raises problems despite the active measures that have been implemented. Part of the Roma people were trained on-the-job and took advantage of the experience of working, but the reinsertion of the Roma people on the market is yet to be solved. Most people, with a low educational capital of professional reconversion, cannot go towards other economic bran-ches, or if they do this, their absorption is low. This population, after being sacked, went for the subsistence agriculture, being thus exposed to extreme poverty. Most of the Roma practicing traditional crafts (39.6%) are involved in the collection of wastes (scrap iron, glass, etc.). The poverty risk of the Roma people is six times higher than in the majority population, and almost half of them are seeking a job (see III.2. p. 205). This is why organisations such as NGOs, foundations, CAR for employed people, CAR for the pensioners, Consumption Cooperatives, next to other types of organisations involved in social economy, are beneficial for the vulnerable population seeking a job. Although the cooperative or mutual organisations have a long tradition in Romania, the foundations and associations have shown a spectacular numeric increase after the 1989 revolution. Because the public sector has demand for people with high quali-fication, with intellectual occupations, requiring university and post-university training, while the private companies employ mostly people with medium level of education, with low or medium competencies and aptitudes, we understand why this paper is welcomed for the labour market from Romania. It draws attention on the perspectives of the Romanian economy, on the population that becomes increasingly vulnerable, particularly within the current worldwide context of the 
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economic crisis, with fainter and fainter opportunities, for the general population and particularly for the people belonging to the vulnerable groups, of getting back on the labour market. Their chances decrease drastically particularly if they don’t have the proper education, if they are aged 40+, if they live in rural areas or if they are women.  The conclusions give us hope that on the long term, these studies may help the habilitated organisms to develop and adopt specific local measures which to increase the employment rate in these two regions of development, particularly through social economy organizations and by promoting the reinsertion of the vulnerable groups on the labour market.  
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