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Abstract The article continues the description of the implementation of the “Social Economy – a real chance for a better life!” POSDRU project, started in the second volume/ no 1 – February 2012 of the “Social Economy Magazine”, and it offers information about the campaign developed in the  South-West, South-East and Centre Region of Romania. The purpose of the campaign was to empower and involve the local com-munities in the process of social inclusion, to mobilize disadvantaged groups and to encourage collaboration and partnership between all the relevant actors in the community. The beneficiaries of the campaign were professionals from the public sector – social welfare area, the non-profit sector, representatives of the clerk who works on social work projects, as well as representatives of the business sector, interested in collaboration opportunities in the area of active social inclusion for disadvantaged people. The results of the campaign can be considered starting points in different analysis and diagnoses in the social economy and social work field.  
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 In the second volume/ no 1 – February 2012 of the “Social Economy Magazine” I presented a project implemented between 2011 - 2014 “Social Economy – real chances for a better life!” The main objective of the project is “the development of the social economy in the South-West, South-East and Centre Region of Romania”(Corman 2011, p. 153). 
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The Heart for Heart Foundation from Vâlcea ensures the imple-mentation of the project, in partnership with the Râmnic Archdiocese, the Archdiocese of Tomis and the Archdiocese of Sibiu, "Lucian Blaga" University Sibiu, the Work and Solidarity Consortium - Social Co-operative Society, Comunità Nuova and the Nuova Bambini Association in Romania (http://economiesociala.ipi.ro/, accessed at 19.12.2013). The merit of the successful project implementation is, mainly, of the Heart for Heart Foundation. This foundation develops mainly activities in the area of child and family protection in Vâlcea, Braşov, Tulcea, Brăila counties. It’s objective is “ to promote children’s rights and to overseas the ways in which these are respected, to integrate the children in foster families, to restructure the social service system for people in need, to improve living conditions of the institutionalised children - in collaboration with the public authorities (http://www.-ipi.ro/ro/desprenoi.html, accessed at 17.12.2013). Among the projects it has undertaken or it develop now stood: Day centres – a chance for the local community, Socialization Centres – socio-professional inte-gration of children and young people, The Socio-professional Inte-gration Service for an Independent life, The Vâlcea county Social Map – a tool for social services development in Vâlcea county,  social apart-ments, preventions of early abandonment- assistance and support offices for mothers and children , socialization of the institutionalized children through sport,  socialization of the institutionalized children - a volunteer program and Voineasa ambulatory rehabilitation centre. The Heart for Heart Foundation is one of the foundations who respects and applies the principle of sustainability in social services, has clarity in its vision, the activities of the project further described by us, being an argument in this sense.  The HRD project (2007-2013, Priority 6 "Promoting social inclusion", Key Area of Intervention 6.1 "Developing social economy") sums up "activities aimed to increase awareness and interest of the general public towards social economy, to develop skills and competencies for vulnerable groups in the area of social entrepreneurship, to develop support  tools and mechanisms for the social economy structures in the three regions" (http://economiesociala.ipi.ro/, accessed at 19.12.2013).   
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We continue the presentation of this project, started in the second volume/ no 1 – February 2012 of the “Social Economy Magazine”, with the description of another activity: an awareness and information campaign was developed in the South-West, South-East and Centre Region of Romania. This activity was made with the support of the “Train for Trainers in social economy” program beneficiaries, parti-cipants in internships in Italy at different social enterprises.  Its objec-tive was “to promote the concept and principle of social economy among at least 1,200 people in the South-West, South - East and Centre" (http://economiesociala.ipi.ro/comunicate/campanie-informare, ac-cessed at 19.12.2013). The above mentioned team elaborated a brochure structured on the following chapters: 1. Social economy – origins, different interpre-tations, vision at European community level, Romanian screening, different terms, the same reality? 2. Social economy in time and in space. 3. Social economy practices in Europe – legislation and European models. 4. Social economy and social inclusion in Romania. 5. Mentoring in social economy.  This brochure was given to all the participants invited to the information session. The first topic “Social economy – origins, different interpretations, vision at European community level, Romanian screening, different terms, the same reality? ” approached subjects such as the roots of the social economy, definition of the concept, definition of the social enterprises, the Romanian meaning of the terms, concepts associated with the social economy. The second topic, “Social economy in time and space” offered to debate subjects such as Proto - history of social economy, Social economy and its complex influences in time and space, Landmarks of Romanian social economy history on Romanian field. The subjects presented to the participants at the information session concerning the third topic were: European regulations regarding social economy, the legal framework  of the social economy, structures associated to social economy, the principles of social economy according to the Business Confederation of Social Economy,  common features of the different sub sectors of social economy, the legal framework regulating the social economy in Romania and its form of organization, the legal forms of running a revenue-generating activities 
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within the social economy, the organizational and legal framework of social economy in Romania, the benefits of social enterprises  according to NESsT, the limits of social enterprises  as NESsT, presentation of the good practice models in country and abroad.  The fourth subject, “Social economy and social inclusion in Romania”   approaches subjects such as the definition of the social inclusion and social exclusion, risk factors in the social exclusion development, maintenance and expansion, presentation of the main vulnerable groups in Romania. The last topic presented during the information session is a challenge and is entitled “From social inclusion to social cohesion: mentorship in social eco-nomy”. The theme comes with the imperative "we might not be able to build our own vision of the social economy if we do not cherish the history lessons that defines our behaviour and more, if we not take into account the experience of those who have already tradition in implementing social economy".  The information sessions were organised between November – December 2011,  in 17 counties (Vâlcea, Mehedinţi, Olt, Dolj, Vrancea, Galaţi, Tulcea, Buzău, Constanţa, Brăila, Alba, Sibiu, Mureş, Harghita, Covasna, Braşov, Gorj) belonging to the three region in which the project is implemented. The purpose of the sessions was to involve the communities and make them responsible in the social inclusion process, to mobilize disadvantaged groups and to encourage partner-ship and collaboration between the relevant actors in community. Among the beneficiaries of this campaign we can mention: profes-sionals from the public social welfare sector (specialists, manage-ment/key factors of the County Child Protection and Social Welfare Direction), County Agencies for Payment and Social Inspection, Local Social Welfare Public Services,  County Councils, Local Councils, City Halls), specialists from the non-governmental area (coordinators, specialists from associations and foundations involved in social economy area),  representatives of the clerk working in social welfare projects, business representatives interested in cooperation opportu-nities in the area of  active social  inclusion of the disadvantaged people. The campaign aimed "to exchange information and experiences, colla-boration and partnership, as well as to stimulate the concrete social entrepreneurship initiatives, in order to contribute to the development 
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of social economy in Romania” (http:// economiesociala.ipi.ro/co-municate/campanie-informare, accessed at 19.12.2013). The information campaign was sustained and supported by the Regional Support Centres Network for Social Economy (RSCNSE) structures, established through the project and which answers to one of its specific objective: the development of support tools and mechanisms for the social economy structures. The RSCNSE network is formed by the Regional Support Centre for the Social Economy Structures – Râmnicu Vâlcea, the Regional Support Centre for the Social Economy Structures – Sibiu and the Regional Support Centre for the Social Economy Structures – Constanţa. The Centres offer, to those interested,  informational services regarding opportunities to participate in informational events and training programs (professional development programs) in social economy, legal rules and regulations in the area, the advantaged of developing the social economy sector,  the stage of the social economy organization and development in our country and ways to establish social economy structures, regarding   the advantages/ disadvantages of starting a so-cial business in Romania, models of good practice in Romania and Italy, concerning functional structures in the area of social economy  in the region and make available,  to whom may concern, documentation resources.  The counselling, assistance and support offered through the centres, in order to establish social enterprises consist in: “counselling those who want to become social entrepreneurs; assistance in the self-evaluation of the actual situation of the organization/community who wish to start a social affair; assistance in conducting a pre-feasibility study for each proposed social business idea, support in business planning and identification of the possible financial sources”. Each of one of the centres has a team of specialists who organise workshops inside the selected local communities, in order to inform the relevant social actors (local authorities, businessman, representatives of the non-governmental organizations,  specialists from the communities who come in contact, by the nature of their profession, with vulnerable people – priests, doctors, teachers) concerning the opportunities offered by the social economy and to support them in becoming aware 
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of the existing resources in the community and to mobilize disadvan-taged groups to identify sustainable solutions  for community deve-lopment in the area of social economy.  The services offered by this centres are addressed to: “individual people who wants to become social entrepreneurs, organizations (NGO’s, companies)  who want to establish social economy structures (social enterprises, protected units), local communities who envision sustainable development, by supporting the disadvantaged people so-cial inclusion through social economy” (http://economiesociala.ipi.ro/ centresuport, accessed la at 19.12.2013).  The network formed by these centres "aims to promote the concept of social economy and to support the social entrepreneurship initiatives in the three regions that develop the project, by counseling, assistance and informational services to start social enterprises as well as to organize informational events in order to promote social economy as a viable solution for sustainable community development" (http:/ /economiesociala.ipi.ro /centresuport, accessed at 19.12.2013). The results of the awareness and information campaign regarding social economy at the level of South-West, South-East and Centre are starting points in the new stage of the project implementation: the “Developing entrepreneurship for disadvantaged people” training programs and the management of social enterprises for the involved actors in the development of the social enterprises/ structures of social economy sector. The merit of the project is that it offered, to those involved in its implementation,  the opportunity to know the Romanian and Italian reality in the field and more, to become part of this reality by informing the social actors from the areas involved in the project, building visions, make problems, shaping attitudes and behaviours. The finality of the project should be the beginning of an experience that, even if not leads from social inclusion to social cohesion, at least indicates, for those interested, the right direction.  
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