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“The	Social	Economy	of	Vulnerable	Groups”	has	appeared	in	the	Pro‐
meteus	–	promoting	 social	economy	 in	Romania	 through	 research,	edu‐
cation	 and	 professional	 training	 at	 European	 standards,	 co‐financed	
through	 the	Sectoral	Operational	Programme	Human	Resources	Deve‐
lopment	 (SOP‐HRD)	 2007‐2013.	 Edited	 by	 Professor	 Doru	 Buzducea	
from	the	University	of	Bucharest,	the	book	offers	an	overview	of	social	
economy	initiatives	in	Romania	accompanied	by	detailed	presentations	
of	 the	 situations	of	 the	 social	 groups	most	 threatened	by	 social	 exclu‐
sion.	 The	 book	 represents	 a	 collection	 of	 studies	 conducted	 by	 re‐
searchers	 and	 professionals	 in	 the	 field,	 each	 of	 them	 dealing	 with	 a	
certain	category	of	population	for	which	social	economy	initiatives	have	
been	developed	over	time.	
Authored	 by	 Mircea	 Alexiu,	 the	 first	 chapter	 represents	 a	 useful	

introduction	 to	 the	 sphere	 of	 social	 economy.	 The	 author	 sketches	 a	
short	 history	 of	 social	 economy	 in	 Europe,	 highlighting	 five	 major	
models	 of	 social	 economy,	 and	 goes	 on	 to	 analyzing	 the	 evolution	 of	
public	policies	 in	 the	 field	of	social	 inclusion	in	Romania	 in	relation	to	
the	 European	 conceptual	 frame	 and	 public	 policies.	 The	 relationship	
between	several	key‐concepts	is	examined	in	order	to	facilitate	a	better	
understanding	 of	 the	 current	 specific	 of	 social	 economy	 in	 Romania.	
The	chapter	ends	with	a	description	of	relevant	aspects	of	the	SOP‐HRD	
and	of	the	Regional	Operational	Programme,	seen	as	the	main	financing	
mechanisms	of	social	economy	projects	in	Romania.		
                                                 

[1]	Faculty	of	Sociology	and	Social	Work,	University	of	Bucharest,	9	Schitu	Măgurea‐
nu	 Street,	 District	 5,	 Bucharest,	 Romania,	 tel.:	 (+4)0735.659.399,	 e‐mail:	 daniela.ga‐
ba@yahoo.com.		



JOURNAL	OF	SOCIAL	ECONOMY 

Vol.	III	•	Nr.	5/2013	 223	

Chapter	 two,	 written	 by	 Cristina	 Baciu,	 deals	 with	 social	 economy	
issues	 from	 the	 perspective	 of	 unemployment	 policies.	 The	 chapter	
starts	with	 an	 introduction	 of	 labour	market	 issues	 in	 Romania,	with	
unemployment	 being	 analyzed	 as	 a	 social	 cost	 of	 the	 transition	 to	 a	
market	 economy,	 and	 continues	with	 a	 short	 presentation	 of	 the	 evo‐
lution	of	unemployment	rates	 in	 the	post‐1989	period,	 followed	by	an	
analysis	of	the	main	disparities	between	Romania’s	eight	development	
regions.	Further	on	in	this	chapter	the	main	measures	(both	active	and	
passive)	 of	 social	 protection	 of	 the	 unemployed	 in	 Romania	 are	 pre‐
sented;	the	chapter	end	with	a	series	of	conceptual	clarifications	of	the	
term	 “social	 economy”	 together	 with	 examples	 of	 several	 local	 social	
economy	projects	aimed	at	people’s	inclusion	on	the	labour	market.		
Chapter	 three,	 signed	 by	 Irina	 Petrovici,	 particularizes	 the	 issue	 of	

labour	market	 inclusion	 to	 the	 group	of	 disabled	persons.	 The	 author	
begins	with	a	review	of	the	theoretical	framework	of	disability	and	goes	
on	to	highlight	a	series	of	relevant	aspects	of	the	social	inclusion	of	the	
disabled	in	the	European	context.	At	the	end	of	the	chapter	examples	of	
good	practice	from	Spain	and	Great	Britain	are	presented.	
Chapter	four,	co‐authored	by	George	Rădulescu	and	Mariana	Sandu,	

deals	with	the	complex	issue	of	the	social	inclusion	of	the	Roma	popu‐
lation.	The	authors	emphasize	several	inconsistencies	of	past	strategies	
and	policies	for	the	inclusion	of	the	Roma	population	in	Romania,	which	
have	led	to	scarce	results	despite	numerous	initiatives	in	the	field.	The	
causes	 of	 the	 vicious	 circle	 of	 the	 social	 exclusion	 of	 the	 Roma	 in	
Romania	are	analyzed	from	a	historical	perspective,	from	the	period	of	
Roma’s	 servitude	 and	 subsequent	 emancipation	 in	 the	 time	 of	 the	
Romanian	historical	provinces,	to	the	inter‐war	period	and	then	to	the	
deportations	during	the	second	world	war,	to	the	“assimilation”	policy	
of	the	communist	regime,	and	finally	to	their	current	situation.		
Chapter	five,	written	by	Ioan	Durnescu,	represents	an	incursion	into	

the	 challenging	 issue	 of	 the	 social	 (re)integration	 of	 ex‐convicts;	 the	
non‐profit	 sector	 and	 the	 state	 are	 seen	 as	 protagonists	 of	 a	 game	 of	
power	 in	 which	 cooperation	 becomes	 the	 only	 viable	 solution	 for	 a	
mutual	gain.	Initiatives	for	facilitating	ex‐convicts’	access	to	the	labour	
market	of	both	the	state	and	of	the	civil	society	are	analyzed.	
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Chapter	 six	by	Mihaela	Tomiță	delves	 into	 the	 issue	of	drug	use.	 In	
the	 first	part	of	 the	 chapter	 the	author	 reviews	 the	 conceptual	 frame‐
work	of	drug	abuse,	putting	together	a	taxonomy	of	theoretical	models	
in	the	field.	The	chapter	continues	with	a	description	of	the	internatio‐
nal	and	national	legal	framework	and	then	with	an	integrative	perspec‐
tive	on	social	work	interventions	in	the	field	of	drug	use	together	with	
an	analysis	of	the	current	integrated	assistance	system	for	drug	users	in	
Romania.	Further	on,	the	author	discusses	the	issue	of	the	social	reinte‐
gration	of	drug	users	with	a	close	look	at	their	integration	on	the	labour	
market,	and	offers	examples	of	good	practices	from	the	third	sector.	
Chapter	 seven,	 written	 by	 Mihaela	 Ștefan,	 deals	 with	 the	 issue	 of	

monoparental	families.	The	author	analyses	the	evolution	of	the	family	
from	 traditional	 to	modern	 times,	 highlighting	 the	 emergence	 of	 new	
types	 of	 families	 as	well	 as	major	 changes	which	 amplify	 the	 debates	
regarding	the	difficulties	and	risks	facing	contemporary	families.	Single	
parenthood	is	presented	as	an	effect	of	both	separation/divorce	and	of	
other	psychosocial	phenomena	such	as	the	passing	away	of	one	parent	
or	 the	 self‐assumed	 option	 of	 single	 mothers	 (the	 so‐called	 “single	
mothers	 by	 choice”).	 The	 author	 highlights	 the	 necessity	 of	 raising	
social	 responsibility	 in	 regard	 to	 the	 family	 in	 general	 and	 to	 mono‐
parental	families	especially.		
Chapter	eight	signed	by	Monica	Alexandru	tackles	with	the	situation	

of	 young	 people	 exiting	 institutionalized	 care	 centers.	 The	 author	
describes	 the	 European	 and	 national	 legal	 framework	 and	 the	 main	
social	financial	assistance	measures	and	social	services	for	these	young	
people,	 and	 in	 the	 last	 part	 of	 the	 chapter	 offers	 a	 detailed	 look	 on	
policies	 regarding	 their	placement	on	 the	 labour	market	accompanied	
by	 examples	 of	 good	 practices	 from	 the	 public	 social	 work	 system	 in	
partnership	with	NGOs	from	Romania	as	well	as	from	abroad.		
Chapter	nine	signed	by	the	editor	of	the	book	presents	the	situations	

of	certain	categories	of	children	and	young	people	who	find	themselves	
at	social	 risk:	children	separated	 from	their	 families,	children	exposed	
to	 the	 risk	of	 abuse,	 neglect	 or	 exploitation,	 children	with	disabilities,	
those	 with	 one	 or	 both	 parents	 working	 abroad,	 Roma	 children	 and	
those	 living	with	HIV/AIDS,	 as	well	 as	 children	 and	 adolescents	using	
drugs.	Each	of	these	categories	is	analyzed	from	the	perspective	of	their	
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specific	social	difficulties	and	risks	and	of	the	availability	of	community	
social	services	 for	 them.	The	chapter	ends	with	a	series	of	recommen‐
dations	 for	 improving	 the	 social	 protection	 of	 at‐risk	 children	 from	
Romania.		
Chapter	 10	 co‐authored	 by	 Georgiana	 Anton	 Rentea	 and	 Adelina	

Băncilă	 represents	 an	 analysis	 of	 the	 situations	 of	 people	 granted	 a	
form	of	 protection	 in	Romania.	 The	 authors	 highlight	 the	 necessity	 of	
intensifying	the	efforts	to	integrate	refugees	on	the	labour	market	and	
argue	 for	 the	 development	 of	 integrated	 services	 in	 this	 regard.	 The	
chapter	analyses	the	legal	status	of	people	granted	a	form	of	protection	
in	 Romania	 and	 evaluates	 their	 access	 to	 the	 labour	 market	 and	 to	
professional	 development	 programs.	 The	 authors	 present	 the	 main	
aspects	 which	 justify	 considering	 refugees	 as	 a	 vulnerable	 group	 and	
they	continue	by	discussing	the	 implications	that	 the	concept	of	social	
economy	has	on	 refugees	and	by	presenting	models	of	 good	practices	
from	countries	such	as	Canada,	Germany	and	Spain.		
The	book	deals	with	a	topic	of	actuality	and	of	maximum	importance	

for	Romania	and	for	the	entire	European	community	and	it	represents	a	
valuable	 resource	 for	 social	 sciences	 students,	 specialists	 in	 the	 field	
and	 policy‐makers,	 as	 well	 as	 for	 anyone	 else	 interested	 by	 social	
economy	intiatives	aimed	at	the	social	inclusion	of	vulnerable	groups	in	
Romania.	




