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In	 the	 chapter	 Introduction	 towards	 a	better	knowledge	of	 the	
roles	 played	 by	 the	 social	 economy	 entities	 within	 the	 local	
development	process,	 Claudia	 Petrescu	 identifies	 social	 economy	 as	
being	a	solution	for	social	maters	such	as	unemployment,	poverty,	mi‐
gration,	etc.	Social	economy	provides	viable	solutions	for	the	social	 in‐
clusion	of	the	vulnerable	groups	and	active	measures	for	these	people.	
	
Part	 I.	 Social	 Economy	 and	 local	 development	 –	 a	 theoretical	

approach	contains	three	parts.	
The	 material	 Social	 economy	 and	 local	 development	 is	 signed	 by	

Gabriel	Stănilă.	The	author	describes	into	detail	the	three	categories	of	
the	 third	 sector	 enterprises	 and	 organizations,	 a	 view	 that	 has	 its	
origins	in	France.	These	categories	are:	the	cooperative	enterprises,	the	
mutual	aid	societies	and	the	organizations	described	as	associations	but	
can	 be	 legally	 classified	 differently	 from	 one	 country	 to	 another.	
Hereinafter,	we	are	introduced	to	the	local	development	theme,	with	an	
emphasis	 on	 the	 connections	 between	 it	 and	 social	 economy.	 Gabriel	
Stănilă	describes	 the	 social	 economy	entities,	 the	 innovation	elements	
from	 Romania	 and	 the	 impact	 that	 these	 institutions	 have	 on	 local	
development.	 One	 of	 the	 conclusions	 drawn	 in	 this	 part	 is	 that	 social	
enterprises	 are	 responsible	 for	 the	 local	 development	 through	 the	
activities	they	carry	out.	
The	 article	 Social	 capital,	 social	 economy	 and	 local	 development	 is	

signed	 by	 Adriana	 Neguț.	 She	 makes	 a	 short	 presentation	 of	 the	
evolution	 that	 the	 social	 economy	 concept	 has	 had,	 of	 the	 researches	
carried	out	in	Romania	with	regards	to	this	issue,	underlying	the	social	
economy	 definitions	 throughout	 Europe.	 The	 social	 capital	 is	 approa‐
ched	 theoretically	 and	 the	 author	 makes	 the	 distinction	 between	 the	
bonding	 type	 (characteristic	 for	 small	 communities	 based	 on	 the	
relationships	within	the	group	they	belong	to)	and	bridging	type	(com‐
munities	with	a	high	level	of	capital,	characterized	by	the	relationships	
had	with	the	other	groups	outside	the	primary	groups).	
The	 article	 Local	 development	 in	 Romania	 –	 the	 role	 of	 the	 social	

economy	 organization	 in	 providing	 welfare	 is	 signed	 by	 Claudia	 Pe‐
trescu.	 The	 author	 believes	 that	 the	 social	 economy	 entities	 have	 a	
significant	 impact	on	 local	development.	 She	makes	a	 summary	of	 the	
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concepts	of	community	development	and	local	development,	emphasiz‐
ing	 the	main	 characteristics	 of	 community	 development	 that	 are	 con‐
nected	 to	 the	 concept	 of	 self‐help.	 Claudia	 Petrescu	 underlies	 the	 fact	
that	 the	 social	 enterprises	 are	 the	 key	 elements	 in	 the	 process	 of	
accumulating	 social	 and	 human	 capital	 at	 local	 level	 and	 in	 the	 same	
time	 they	 are	 also	 reducing	 the	 negative	 effects	 of	 the	 development	
process	at	community	level.	
	
Part	II.	Comparative	analysis	of	the	social	economy	entities	from	

Romania	is	signed	by	Claudia	Petrescu	and	Gabriel	Stănilă.	The	authors	
make	 a	 review	 of	 the	 researches	 carried	 out	 in	 Romania	 for	 social	
economy	 matters,	 underlying	 the	 fact	 that	 they	 shall	 analyze	 four	 of	
these	 types.	These	are:	 cooperatives	 (handcraft	 cooperatives	and	con‐
sumer	cooperatives),	mutual	aid	associations	(of	the	employees	and	of	
the	 retired	persons),	 forestry	 entities	 and	 agriculture	 producers	 asso‐
ciations.	 We	 can	 also	 find	 presentations	 of	 social	 economy	 in	 other	
articles	but	the	emphasize	is	placed	on	identifying	them	in	the	“develop‐
ment	regions	from	the	perspective	of	urban	areas”	(Luca,	2013:185).	
	
Part	 III.	 Social	 economy	 entities	 from	 Romania.	 The	 coope‐

ratives	–	case	studies.	The	entities	analyzed	are	Certa	Grup	 (authors	
Claudia	Petrescu	 and	Corneliu	 Ionescu)	 and	 Super	Coop	Târgu	Neamț	
(Smaranda	 Rotaru,	 Ionuț	 Petrescu	 and	 Corneliu	 Ionescu).	 The	 case	
studies	focus	on	analyzing	the	following	matters:	the	democratic	gover‐
nment,	the	social	mission,	the	economical	activity,	the	relationship	with	
the	 authorities,	 the	 legal	 framework,	 the	 activity	 field,	 the	 social	mis‐
sion,	the	distribution	of	profit,	etc.	The	conclusion	of	the	case	studies	is	
that	 these	 entities	 have	 succeeded	 to	 promote	 the	 principles	 of	 the	
cooperative.	
	
Part	IV.	The	social	economy	entities	from	Romania.	The	mutual	

aid	 funds	 of	 the	 employees	 and	 of	 the	 retired	 persons	 ‐	 case	
studies.	The	entities	described	are	Mutual	Aid	Fund	Teiuș	(Mircea	and	
Corneliu	Ionescu),	Mutual	Aid	Fund	Faur	(Mircea	and	Corneliu	Ionescu),	
Retirement	 Mutual	 Aid	 Fund	 Omenia	 (Gabriel	 Stănilă	 and	 Corneliu	
Ionescu)	 and	Retirement	Mutual	Aid	Fund	Vâlcea	 (Gabriel	 Stănilă	and	
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Corneliu	 Ionescu).	 Here,	 the	 authors	 of	 each	 sub‐chapter	 present	 the	
entities	 from	 a	 historical	 perspective,	 the	 legal	 framework,	 the	
operation	of	the	social	economy	principles,	the	management,	the	social	
enterprise	in	the	context	of	the	community,	of	the	management,	of	the	
affiliation	to	national	and	international	networks,	etc.	
	
Part	 V.	 The	 social	 economy	 entities	 from	 Romania.	 Commu‐

nities/compossessorates	 –	 case	 study.	The	 article	 Forestry	 associa‐
tions	–	the	Viișoara	Community	 is	signed	by	Monica	Popa	and	Corneliu	
Ionescu.	 The	 approach	 of	 the	 authors	 used	 in	 this	 study	 case	 has	
focused	on	describing	the	 legal	 framework,	the	management,	the	busi‐
ness	models,	the	social	mission,	the	relationship	with	the	environment,	
etc.	of	 the	Viișoara	Community.	The	authors	conclude	that	 it	 is	praise‐
worthy	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 organization	manages	 to	 support	 itself	 from	
their	own	resources	and	that	they	succeed	to	use	the	existent	national	
resources.	
	
Part	 VI.	 The	 social	 economy	 entities	 from	 Romania.	 Different	

forms	 of	 association	 and	 cooperation	 for	 agriculture	 produces	 –	
case	studies.	The	article	BIOCOOP	Sibiu	is	signed	by	Gabriel	Stănilă	and	
Corneliu	 Ionescu.	 This	 case	 study	 emphasizes	 the	 following	 ideas:	 the	
year	when	BIOCOOP	Sibiu	was	founded,	the	main	characteristics	of	the	
social	 enterprises,	 the	 legal	 framework,	 the	 involvement	 within	 net‐
works	and	the	financial‐accounting	management.	The	representative	of	
BIOCOOP	Sibiu	has	specified	in	other	article	that:”a	main	problem	that	
we	 have	 encountered,	 especially	 in	 the	 beginning	 of	 our	 activity,	 has	
referred	to	the	often	confusion	regarding	the	SC	that	comes	from	the	co‐
operative	society	and	not	from	the	commercial	society”	(Foca,	2012:160).	
This	article	is	to	be	recommended	to	those	people	interested	to	find	

out	more	information	about	the	Romanian	social	economy	entities.	The	
authors	 who	 contributed	 to	 formulate	 this	 study	 have	 attempted	 to	
capture	 as	many	 features	 regarding	 the	 operation	 of	 these	 entities	 as	
possible	 in	order	 to	provide	 the	reader	a	very	clear	 image	about	 their	
activity.	
	What	 is	 missing	 from	 this	 article	 is	 a	 presentation	 of	 the	 general	

conclusions	regarding	the	aspects	provided	in	the	book.	
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