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 Maria Lorena Ţăruş[1] Recently published at the European Institute Publishing House, „L’idéologie Humanitaire ou le Spectacle de l’Altérité Perdue" ("The Humanitarian Ideology or the Spectacle of Lost Otherness"), by Bernard Hours, changes the perspective from which the humanitarian pheno-menon is approached; until now, the emotional side was emphasized, culminating in the political campaigns, but the phenomenon was not analysed in social terms, those of sustainable development. Being a pioneer of medical anthropology, the author has extensive knowledge of the countries of the South (i.e. the least developed nations, South of the North-South divide, in geopolitical terms). This paper is deeply marked by the anthropologist's authentic perception. In identifying the historical stages of medical anthropology, Bernard Hours concludes that perfect health is a utopia that will develop the illusion of creating a comprehensive health management model. As the author explains in the introduction, the book brings together ten articles focusing on the humanitarian domain, a „massive" phenomenon to which this approach gives new values, other than those we were used to. The humanitarian phenomenon is rarely considered an 
ideology, although it bears all its hallmarks. Most of the times „the 
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humanitarian domain" becomes a concept in itself, as if analyzing it, 
criticizing it, or dismantling the cogs and wheels that make it up would be 
something shocking or unthinkable (p. 10). This perspective comes to reassess the fundamentals, deeply rooted and familiar to the public through the refugees, the epidemics, the 
victims, the disasters, the tears or the shortages, and to formulate a social dimension, with analyses and explanations that would lead to appropriate and timely predictions. The paper is structured in four chapters and brings together the author's remarks on the approached topics – medicine, NGOs, globalization and otherness – among which the author creates connections, in an exemplary critical manner. „Humanitarian medicine or the pretext of democracy" is the first chapter of the book and provides the starting point of humanitarian ideology - Humanitarian Medicine – priority being given to emergency medicine; the latter, taking advantage of the media, developed, and then amplified its success and impact. Here emergency medicine takes on the meaning of tent medicine or camp medicine as practiced by the major associations considered by the author: Medecins sans Frontieres and 
Medecins du Monde. Thus, the emergency people, as they are called in several places in the book, are discovered by the author; he points out that under the guise of the humanitarian mission they feed the dependence on „what is being proposed to them", that is immediate survival, thus condemning health policies to certain regress. Their aspirations are rarely satisfied, and these are clear: money, cattle, seeds 
and carts (p. 29). Politics, of course, cannot be omitted, because it glorifies the slogan „we are indispensable"; „we" means in fact some people who assume powers of saviours in the eyes of the public. Thus, this anonymous „we" possesses the features of being white and living in developed countries, pointing important emergency-aid associations (such as Medecins du Monde or Medecins sans Frontieres), to the prioritization of emergencies, or to finding solutions for the countries of the South. 
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Another aspect worth mentioning comes to raise the alarm about the medical profession. Whereas, on the one hand, the populations covered by „emergency people" have no say on the situation they are in, receiving whatever they are offered, minus any long-term solutions, on the other hand, the medical competence of these associations is called into question: Dispossessed in their own society, of their competence, they 
are claiming a more general one. The „country doctor” of yore is replaced 
today by a „field” doctor for whom the connection with his patients is of a 
completely different nature (pp. 30-31). Through „French Doctors", the humanitarian spectacle emphasizes in fact the physicians' interest for this kind of medicine, even though medicine as science and technology is not interested in coordinating this extensive phenomenon. Given that many young French doctors have a slim chance of advancing in their career, they use these levers in order to grow in their own eyes and in those of the society, despite the fact that this climb takes place on a foundation of demagoguery, of presumption without a genuine qualification. The established image of humanitarian medicine is closely tied to conflicts and disasters of any kind, the absence of refugee camps from this picture being inconceivable, given that their help is essential in triggering the emotional shock that comforts conscience through the writing of a cheque. At higher level, the media show joins the international competition, even in this area of „charity business". At the bottom, specifically, the beneficiaries of the „emergency people" accept what they are offered, but higher up in the hierarchy, the spectacle of world misery isn’t at all a 
sign of solidarity. It shows the sometimes obscene indiscretion of a 
Western opinion that soothes its own misery by gazing upon the others' (p. 41). In addition to the fact that the inevitable is postponed only for a few days, until the cameras find another close-up, and „the emergency is usually followed by a true catastrophe" (p. 41), this humanitarian universalism leads to a loss of dignity and to dependence. The author draws attention to the humanitarian phenomenon, and to those who 
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practice it – the emergency people – because it does not aim to produce long-term effects, their interventions relying on simplistic assessments coming from other areas. Humanitarian physicians are not responsible, 
but may have contributed to the development of this pathology, like 
arsonist firemen (p.47). In the chapter NGOs, actors of globalization, the author focuses, as the title suggests, on non-governmental organizations, these „blessings" for everyone: direct beneficiaries, multinational companies, ministries, the media, etc.. The angle from which the NGO are viewed is different this time, as even the author points out: Studies on NGOs are developing with a 
considerable delay to the phenomenon itself (p. 77). Whereas until now non-governmental were associations that formed the operational legal 
framework of humanitarian work, now they are analyzed in terms of the complex relationships that characterize them. The author emphasizes that they have created relevant scenarios in which the metamorphosis of solidarity provides the perfect stage directions. Thus, NGOs, origi-nally an alternative, developed so that, currently, funding comes from major central institutions (World Bank, UNICEF, EU, ministries). With the development of NGOs, the recruitment standards of the actors for organizations have been raised, the workers having now highly profes-sional qualifications: when there are cyclones or floods in Bangladesh, the 
leaders of these organizations are sometimes received as ambassadors 
and exercise a decisive influence on the policies initiated. True planetary 
pressure groups, these organizations operate like huge enterprises run by 
highly qualified experts (p. 55). The fact that the NGOs are seen and commonly used as a bridge to power due to the transition of key people from organizations to positions in ministries or in influential structures, prove that the politicization of NGOs is worse than the politicization of troops. With major political stakes, but being an alibi at the same time, the progress of the humanitarian domain busy portions of ease of mind without 
having to leave the house, especially with the help of the media, the 
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partnerships signed with big companies legitimizing and confirming this. The step towards the marketing of emotions is thus already well established: Donation is a product, the donor a client, the NGO, and 
enterprise, and charity, a market.  Each of the two most important organizations of this type (Medecins du Monde, Medecins sans Frontieres) gave the a minister. Bearing in mind the significant financial flows, the question the author asks about the credibility of NGOs and about scientific research in and about 
developed countries is relevant. On the other side stand recognized professional researchers, who, without public research and with ever-decreasing resources, risk remaining isolated, in favours of the NGO experts who transition without difficulty from their not-for-profit 
activities to careers in international consulting. The third chapter of the paper - „Virtual Globalisation. Real Exclu-sion" captures aspects of humanitarian ideology through the prism of integration and exclusion at global scale. In his approach, the author emphasizes how exclusion legitimizes integration, showing step by step that these gaps need to be as big as possible precisely in order for the „integration" image to be a total one. Under the well-tailored veil of human rights populations are chosen for integration, the future integrated categories are separated – with no precise and relevant criteria – from those who are always excluded. Those in the power echelons talk about global development as if compensating for other personal actions, attempting, through emotio-nal speeches, to make the others' suffering even more poignantly unbearable to watch. The moral perspective questions the selective ap-plicability of „universal" rights. Under the ostensible mask of morality and in its name a great tactical interest is developing, based on one hand on the lack of knowledge concerning the societies of the South, and on the other hand on the desire for power over them. Charged with emotion, television images capture only what must be seen, creating the impression that the countries of the South are poor because of their inability to control corruption, injustice, the status of women and 
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children, or the environment. This approach only deepens ethnic and cultural prejudices of racism, without providing accurate information about these „wild" societies, without access to the values that give 
meaning to behaviours. Bernard Hours’ book impeccable highlights the relationship between economic globalization and humanitarian ideology. Touching sensitive points that have rarely been criticized in this manner, the author gives far from negligible reasons, which under normal circumstances would change certain representations, certain perceptions. I say „under normal circumstances" because the reasoning the author uses does not sell, does not produce tears and does not result in spontaneous cheque-writing. On the contrary, it raises, anchors – or should anchor – the collective in reality and attacks the power echelons. The latter, holding the reins, controlling them, they know that most of the voters are easily impressed in election campaigns, they need heroes, not ever seeing issues from another angle, and the „assisted" are even less to do so. All of the above recommend the work of Bernard Hours, „The Humani-tarian Ideology or the Spectacle of Lost Otherness" for a reading that inadvertently traces the path to a deep reflection on the issues presented, the approach being one of depth, but at the same time very accessible to the general public. 




