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A country house with a lot of land around (3,400 sq m) is a home as 
well as a source of living for the 10 HIV positive young people in the 
Ashitanoie-Luxemburg House located in M. Kogălniceanu commune of 
Constanţa district. 

Established in 1998 by Speranţa (Romanian for Hope) Association, 
with the support of a Japanese organization, the House enabled HIV-
infected children to relocate from the crowded ward of the Constanţa 
Infectious Diseases Hospital. A household in the rural area, with 
peasant mothers, but also the treatment, school, love and care shown by 
those around them have contributed to creating a normal life for these 
children, now young people with hopes and dreams. Some of them 
started their own family. To improve the living conditions, in 2002 
another house was built, wall to wall with the old one. But foreign aid 
doesn’t last forever, reality calls for self-funding and self-support; the 
organization cannot abandon its beneficiaries, raised since early 
childhood, just like parents who don’t let go of their children but 
instead they give them wings to fly. 

The House has been providing certified social services since 2008, as 
a sheltered housing. A regulatory framework for social enterprises is 
not in place yet, even though the sheltered workshops and units are 
legally regulated. After graduating 10 or 12 grades, the young people 
have tried to find a job in Constanţa. Some of the employers decided to 
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fire them after hearing they were HIV positive, leaving them without a 
source of income.  

In the past couple of years, gardening and animal raising on the 
microfarm of the Ashitanoie-Luxemburg House have been providing 
jobs and income to a few young people with disabilities who find it hard 
to get a job, particularly in times of economic crisis in a small com-
munity.  

In 2011, through the Romania Emergency Fund of SOROS Founda-
tion, the Association started to implement the project called „My hope – 
the microfarm” which allows for a development of the microfarm as a 
model of social economy. With a hired specialized engineer and three 
young people from the House who became gardeners and animal 
caretakers (after undergoing training and evaluation), the microfarm 
supplies from eggs, chicken, ducks, pigs to the vegetables needed in the 
daily diet. The surplus is sold on the local market. 

For more on these activities, including photos, please go to www.as-
peranta.ro and AsociatiaSperanta facebook page. 

Last summer, young women beneficiaries of the organization with 
talent and passion for handcrafts created various items: hand-folded 
origami figures and jewelry, braided rope, trimmed lace curtains, 
crocheted accessories. These were sold at various specialized fairs in 
Constanţa and Bucharest.  

We look forward to the norms for the application of the law regard-
ing social enterprises which will allow us to find the best way to 
continue supporting and assisting people in difficult situations.  

Specialized working groups from various networks and NGO federa-
tions are operational and will have a major input in the development of 
the necessary regulations.  

 




