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The volume, edited by Expert Publishing House (Bucharest), is 
entered as a pioneering work in the field of presenting the best 
practices from the social economy field, being worth mentioning 
the fact that the work represents a clenched intercession within 
the „Proactive - from marginal to inclusive” project. The above-
mentioned is a co-financed project by the European Social Fund 
through the Sectoral Operational Programme Human Resources 
Development 2007-2013 and implemented by the Association for 
Social-economic Development and Promotion CATALACTICA - 
Teleorman branch in partnership with Aitoliki Development S.A., 
the Local Organization Authority - AITOLIA S.A and the Research 
Institute for the Quality of Life.  

Within a context in which active promotion of social inclusion 
on the labor market is the overall objective by means of 
triggering social economy, of women and ethnic groups by 
developing partnerships and dissemination of positive practice in 
the developing regions of the Southern Muntenia and the South 
– Western Oltenia, the book stands as a bibliographic reference 
recommended to all experts from the field of social inclusion and 
to the personnel from social economy structures, as well as to 
the public at large.  

Holding seminars, round table debates and symposiums, as 
well as good practice exchange, documentation visits, the 
drafting and publishing of a good practice manual all represent 
the specific coordinates regarding the transfer of good practices 
from other European Union member states in the field of social 
economy.  
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Outlining certain specific elements at the level of the 
dynamics emergence forms of the social economy within the 
European Union indicates a broad diversity at European level, 
an aspect which has been analyzed by the authors within their 
action of identifying the process of this form of economy. Seen 
from this perspective, „evaluation” and „best practices” are 
presented and thoroughly analyzed from an interdisciplinary and 
wide point of view of the social field; this is also emphasized, for 
better harshness and transparency, by means of a brief 
definition the former, but also by means of an analysis of those 
conceptual areas which refer to the study of the relation between 
evaluation and best practices. Therefore, the needs to develop 
the organizations from the social economy field are emphasized 
by means of evaluating the best of practices in this field and 
stand as foundation to ensure the achievement of a feasibility 
study on the potential of founding of a social economy center in 
the regions of Southern Muntenia and South – Western Oltenia 
from Romania. To that effect, there are presented the 
methodological approaches referring to the mapping of social 
economy at local and regional level whereas such analysis 
represents only a sequence referring to the design of the 
methods and the elaboration of the social and economic 
evaluation of job creation and of entrepreneurial initiatives from 
the social economy. In order to reach this aim, applied desk 
research activities were performed where already existing 
research projects have been looked for and especially for the 
methodological approaches which were therein used. Therefore, 
there was built up a basic material for the experts involved in the 
implementation of the initiatives in the social economy field, as 
well as fo the other researchers involved in mapping of social 
economy.  

This reference work focuses on the transfer of expertise, 
competences and best practices within the structures of social 
economy coming from different social – cultural contexts. Hence, 
the aim of this work is to ensure an as truthful framing as 
possible of the social economy within the European integrating 
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policies of social inclusion and to provide a series of examples of 
best practices set in Greece and in other European Union states.  

The volume Best Practices in Social Economy in Greece and 
in Other European Union Countries comprises four sections in 
which the conceptual aspects and the aspects of social inclusion 
policies are elaborated in report with different supervision and 
evaluation methodologies (the first two sections); it continues 
with a description of best practices assessed based on a 
common indicator scheme and it closes with the presentation of 
some recommendations for the practical application of the best 
practices. Therefore, the first section reviews the main 
coordinates of the European social inclusion policies, correlated 
with the social economy specific initiatives. The second part 
describes the main characteristics of best practices in the social 
field, a series of clarifications on the importance and role of the 
evaluation and supervision of the social economy structures by 
means of applying some scientific research methods and there 
are emphasized the results recorded within other studies which 
have tried to point out the best practices in the social economy 
field. Chapter three gives a presentation of the indicators used 
within the project in order to underline the best practices from 
different European Union countries. For this purpose, having on 
the basis the common indicator scheme taken as reference 
framework, eight of the best practices identified in Greece and in 
other European Union countries are described. The experiences 
in the social economy sector registered in other European Union 
member states were evaluated by means of identifying some 
common traits: innovation, durability, strong collaboration, 
democratic management and the bottom-up approach. All these 
prove that social economy can effectively contribute to social 
cohesion and be one of the main players fighting against social 
exclusion. This chapter underlines the importance of the most 
common resource found in the presented best practices - the 
social capital – and it brings arguments referring to the circular 
relationship with the social economy, also offering certain 
development directions of the formula which activates the 
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potential of this form of social economy. The fourth chapter 
wishes to provide a set of recommendations so as to exploit the 
recorded expertise by means of laying-out of broad directions to 
continue the efforts of social economy development. Social 
economy is emphasized from the perspective of European 
Regulations and so are the links between the social economy 
and the EU policies. The book also includes an addendum in 
which a variety of European structures involved in the social 
economy field at both European and national level are 
presented, as well as different aspects which offer the experts 
the opportunities they have longed for in the field so as for them 
to bone up additionally and to initiate different experience 
exchanges with the respective entities.  

According to its authors, this work represents the first step 
towards public debate in order for the social economy activities 
to develop efficiently and accordingly in these two regions, and 
subsequently at the level of the entire country.  

 




