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Social	 economy	 was	 expressed	 in	 various	 forms	 in	 most	 human	
communities,	 being	 developed	 together	 with	 industrial	 capitalism.	
Although	we	can	identify	social	economy	entities	since	the	18th	century,	
the	 term	 “does	 not	 have	 a	 unanimously	 accepted	 definition	 and,	 as	 a	
consequence,	 does	 not	 have	 a	 legal‐juridical	 common	 demarcation	 in	
the	European	space”	(Asiminei	2012,	p.	3).	Having	in	view	the	current	
economic	 and	 social	 reality,	 the	European	Parliament	 has	 enacted,	 on	
the	9th	of	February	2009,	a	resolution	regarding	social	economy,	which	
emphasized	 the	 fact	 that	 it	 plays	 an	 essential	 role	 in	 the	 European	
economy,	 combining	 profitability	with	 solidarity.	 In	 this	 sense,	 „social	
economy	 can	 be	 viewed	 as	 a	 continuation	 of	 the	 occupation	 policy	
because	it	tries	to	offer	work	places	to	a	population	in	difficulty”	(Vîrjan,	
2011,	 p.	 124).	 In	 fact,	 the	 European	 Union	 has	 financed,	 through	 the	
Social	 European	 Fund,	 the	 POSDRU	 2007‐	 2013	 Priority	 Axis	 6	 „The	
promotion	 of	 social	 inclusion”,	 major	 intervention	 field	 6.1:	 „The	
development	 of	 social	 economy”.	 While	 in	 Europe	 there	 is	 a	 strong	
debate	on	the	social	economy	in	Romania	discussions	on	this	sector	are	
„only	 partially	 addressed	 by	 public	 policy	 agenda".	 (Stănescu,	 Luca,	
Rusu	2012,	p.	20).		
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Profit	 for	people	 is	an	analysis	report	developed	within	 the	Secto‐
rial	 Operational	 Program	 for	 the	 Development	 of	 Human	 Resources	
2007‐2013,	through	the	project	The	Social	Economy	Model	 in	Romania.	
The	 opening	 report	 within	 the	 project	 The	 Social	 Economy	Model	 in	
Romania	was	written	by	the	Program	of	United	Nations	for	the	Develop‐
ment	 of	 Romania	 and	 was	 published	 in	 January	 2012.	 The	 research	
team	 that	 has	 drafted	 the	 report	 was	 formed	 of	 Romeo	 Asiminei,	
Octavian	Rusu,	Daniela	Vîrjan	and	coordinated	by	Simona	Stănescu.		
The	report	has	 five	parts	 (definition	of	 the	concept	and	 the	 theore‐

tical	 approach,	 the	 level	 of	 social	 economy	 development	 in	 Romania	
from	 the	 legal,	 institutional,	 economical	 and	 social	 point	 of	 view,	 the	
analysis	of	the	social	economy	entities,	the	social	economy	approach	in	
the	 international	 context	 and	 the	 conclusions),	 that	 provide	 a	 general	
image	on	the	current	context	that	has	an	impact	on	the	Romanian	social	
economy.	
We	 believe	 that	 the	 title	 of	 the	 report	 captures	 very	 well	 the	 two	

essential	 aspects	 of	 the	 social	 economy	 concept:	 the	 economical	 sus‐
tainability	 of	 the	 social	 economy	 entities	 (“profit”),	 respectively	 the	
orientation	towards	the	social	benefit	(“for	people”).	The	work	contains	
also	 a	 summary	 that	 allows	 the	 readers	 to	 get	 familiar	 with	 the	
information	that	are	found	in	this	report.	
Regarding	 the	methodology	 framework,	 the	base	 of	 this	 report	 has	

used	 a	 set	 of	 sociological	 methods,	 among	 which:	 the	 analysis	 of	 the	
public	social	documents,	the	quantitative	methods	(secondary	analysis)	
and	the	quality	methods	(quality	research	 included	eight	 focus	groups	
at	which	participated	representatives	of	the	social	economy	entities	and	
of	those	persons	with	responsibilities	in	the	area	and	two	focus	groups	
with	 students	 from	 the	 University	 „Alexandru	 Ioan	 Cuza"	 of	 Iaşi,	
respectively	the	Academy	of	Economic	Studies	of	Bucharest,	in	order	to	
assess	the	level	of	knowledge	and	interest	for	social	economy.	

One	 of	 the	 great	 challenges	 of	 social	 economy	 is	 marking	 the	
boundaries	 of	 the	 concept.	 Therefore,	Part	 I,	What	 is	 social	 economy?	
which	is	 formed	of	three	subchapters,	discusses	the	theoretical	 frame‐
work	 of	 social	 economy	 and	 the	 central	 concepts	 associated	 to	 it.	
Defining	 social	 economy	 is	 an	 essential	 action	 for	 understanding	 and	
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promoting	 the	 field	 and	 its	 specific	 activities.	 In	 the	 specialized	
literature	we	can	find	many	attempts	for	defining	the	concept	of	social	
economy,	 but	 neither	 of	 these	was	 unanimously	 accepted.	 One	 of	 the	
definitions	 that	 got	 assigned	 to	 it	 due	 to	 its	 capacity	 to	 combine	 the	
entities	and	the	principles	of	social	economy,	belongs	to	the	Council	of	
Valon	(1990):	“Social	Economy	is	part	of	the	economy	and	is	formed	of	
private	organizations	 that	share	 the	 following	principles:	a	purpose	 in	
the	favor	of	the	members	or	of	the	communities	and	not	the	generation	
of	profit,	an	autonomous	management,	a	democratic	process	of	making	
priority	 decisions	 for	 the	 individual	 and	 working	 to	 the	 detriment	 of	
profit	distribution	”	(p.	10).	
Within	 the	 report	 „Profit	 for	 the	 people”,	 the	 definition	 of	 social	

economy	is	based	on	the	analysis	of	the	theoretical	fundaments	and	on	
certain	 concepts	 such	 as:	 solidarity,	 social	 participation,	 economical	
profit	and	risk,	but	also	on	the	results	of	the	empirical	researches.	
The	 definition	 suggested	 by	 the	 authors	 and	 adapted	 to	 the	

Romanian	 space	 is	 the	 following:	 “Social	 Economy	 is	 the	 type	 of	
economy	 that	 efficiently	 combines	 individual	 responsibility	 with	
collective	 responsibility	 in	 order	 to	 produce	 goods	 and/or	 to	 provide	
services,	 has	 in	 view	 the	 economical	 and	 social	 development	 of	 a	
community	 and	 whose	 main	 purpose	 is	 the	 social	 benefit.	 Social	
economy	has	at	its	base	a	private,	voluntary	and	solidary	initiative,	with	
a	 high	 degree	 of	 autonomy	 and	 responsibility;	 it	 supposes	 an	
economical	risk	and	a	limited	distribution	of	the	profit”	(p.	13).		

Part	 II,	 The	 level	 of	 Social	 Economy	 in	 Romania,	 is	 formed	 of	 four	
subchapters	 that	 have	 in	 view	 analyzing	 the	 national	 policies	 with	
impact	on	this	field.	The	analysis	was	based	on	the	strategic	documents	
promoted	 by	 the	 Government	 of	 Romania	 and	 on	 the	 normative	 acts	
that	 refer	 to	 social	 economy	 in	 a	direct	or	 an	 indirect	way.	Regarding	
the	 analysis	 of	 the	 institutional	 framework,	 there	 are	 presented	 the	
attributions	and	the	responsibilities	of	the	public	institutions	that	have	
an	 impact	 on	 this	 field,	 the	 most	 important	 institution	 being	 the	
Ministry	 of	 Labor,	 Family	 and	 Social	 Protection	 (the	 current	 name	 is:	
Ministry	 of	 Labor,	 Family	 and	 Social	 Protection	 and	 of	 the	 Aged	
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Persons)	that	has	a	coordination	role	in	the	employment	and	protection	
policy	of	the	vulnerable	persons.	
Regarding	 the	 economical	 and	 financial	 dimension	 of	 the	 social	

economy	 entities	 from	Romania,	 the	 authors	 of	 the	 study	 analyze	 the	
way	in	which	they	function	and	express	themselves	on	the	market.	Here	
there	are	mentioned	the	financing	sources	of	social	economy,	which	can	
be	 public	 or	 private,	 direct	 or	 indirect,	 national	 or	 international,	may	
come	 from	 natural	 or	 legal	 persons,	 from	 economical	 activities,	
volunteer	work,	from	public	funds,	donations,	etc.	

Part	 III,	The	 analysis	 of	 the	 Social	Economy	 entities	 from	Romania,	
contains	six	subchapters	that	present	the	entities	of	social	economy	in	
close	connection	with	the	current	situation.	The	analysis	of	each	entity	
was	 done	 from	 the	 perspective	 of	 the	 reasons	 that	 regard	 the	
development	 of	 this	 sector,	 the	 legal	 analysis	 of	 the	 principles	 that	
define	 these	 forms	 as	 being	 social	 economy	 entities	 and	 last	 but	 not	
least,	 it	 took	 into	 account	 the	 economical	 and	 financial	 current	 situa‐
tion.	 From	 the	 point	 of	 view	 of	 the	 economical	 analysis,	 the	 research	
report	 includes	 the	 presentation	 of	 the	 study	 and	 the	 analysis	 of	 the	
human	resources	involved.	

The	report	is	included	in	a	larger,	international	gateway,	in	Part	IV,	
Social	 Economy	 in	 an	 international	 context	 that	 includes	 four	 sub‐
chapters.	It	reviews	some	of	the	most	relevant	international	initiatives	
that	 provided	 incentives	 for	 social	 economy.	 Social	 economy	 is	
recognized	 at	 international	 level	 for	 the	 contribution	 brought	 to	 the	
economical	 development	 and	 for	 social	 cohesion.	 Social	 economy	 has	
contributed	to	the	attainment	of	the	Lisbon	Strategy	objectives	through	
positive	responses	given	to	unemployment,	to	the	stability	of	the	work	
places	 and	 to	 the	 exclusion	 from	 the	 labor	 market	 of	 the	 vulnerable	
groups.	At	international	level	we	do	not	find	a	legal	or	fiscal	regulation	
of	 social	 economy,	 there	 are	 used	 terms	 that	 are	 subsumed	 to	 the	
general	 concept	 of	 it,	 such	 as:	 social	 entrepreneurship,	 social	
entrepreneur	 or	 social	 enterprises.	 The	 chapter	 analyzes	 also	 the	
European	strategy	2011‐2014	for	the	social	corporative	responsibility.	
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In	 the	 last	 part,	Part	V,	 the	 report	 summarizes	 a	 consistent	 set	 of	
conclusions	that	has	in	view	the	aspects	referring	to	the	legal,	financial,	
institutional	 and	 social	 framework.	 Therefore,	 the	 conclusions	 of	 the	
report	are	the	following:	
•	 Social	 economy	 included	aspects	 that	belong	 to,	on	one	hand,	 the	

left	 ideology	orientated	 towards	equality	and	the	rights	of	 the	citizens	
to	be	 involved	 in	political,	economical	and	social	activities	and,	on	the	
other	hand,	 to	 the	 right	orientated	 ideology	 that	promotes	 the	 idea	of	
ensuring	the	welfare	based	on	the	freedom	of	the	individual;	
•	The	European	agenda	regarding	social	economy	is	partly	found	on	

the	public	agenda	from	Romania;	
•	 In	Romania,	 the	 field	of	 social	economy	 is	approached	 in	a	 sector	

manner	by	regulation	each	type	of	the	social	economy	entities;	
•	The	institutional	framework	from	Romania	allows	the	development	

and	the	operation	of	the	social	economy	entities,	but	requires	a	series	of	
improvements;	
•	 From	 the	 point	 of	 view	 of	 the	 economical	 profitability,	 the	most	

efficient	social	economy	units	from	Romania	are:	the	mutual	aid	funds	
(the	 CARs),	 the	 non‐governmental	 organizations	 (the	 NGOs)	 and	 the	
cooperative	societies	of	rank	1;		
•	 The	 term	 of	 social	 economy	 is	 practically	 unknown	 by	 the	

population,	and	at	university	level	it	was	observed	a	lack	of	information	
regarding	 the	 field	 of	 social	 economy,	 against	 a	 high	 interest	 of	 the	
students;	
•	In	Romania,	solidarity	and	social	participation,	the	basic	conditions	

for	promoting	 and	developing	 social	 economy,	 are	minimally	 satisfied	
because	 of	 the	 association	 with	 the	 negative	 experiences	 from	 the	
communist	period.	
The	report	„Profit	for	the	people”,	made	within	the	project	The	Social	

Economy	 Model	 in	 Romania	 is	 intended	 for	 the	 large	 public:	 from	
normal	persons,	students,	to	persons	who	are	interested	to	invest	in	the	
future	 of	 this	 process,	 foundations,	 NGOs,	 specialists	 in	 the	 field,	
without	forgetting	the	political	decision	makers.	The	report	is	available	
in	an	electronic	format	at	profitpentruoameni.ro.		
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