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The	 Social	 Economy	 Atlas	 2012	 (SEA	 2012)	 is	 signed	 by	 Ștefan	
Constantinescu,	who	has	collaborated	for	producing	the	work	with	ten	
specialists	 and	 five	 prestigious	 institutions	 from	 the	 country	 and	
abroad.	
Ștefan	 Constantinescu	 is	 an	 experienced	 sociologist	 in	 the	 area	 of	

social	 research,	 market	 research	 and	 the	 management	 of	 marketing	
activities	 both	 in	 the	 associative	 sector	 and	 in	 the	 business	 enviro‐
nment.	 He	 is	 also	 the	 author	 of	 the	 first	 issue	 of	The	 Social	Economy	
Atlas‐	Romania	2011.	
The	 study	 SEA	 2012	 is	 published	 by	 the	 Social	 Economy	 Institute	

within	 the	 project	 “PROMETEUS	–	The	promotion	of	 social	 economy	 in	
Romania	 through	 research,	 education	 and	 professional	 formation	 at	
European	standards”,	a	project	co‐financed	by	the	European	Social	Fund	
through	 the	 Operational	 Sectorial	 Programme	 the	 Development	 of	
Human	 Resources	 2007‐2013,	 Invest	 in	 People,	 implemented	 by	 the	
Foundation	for	the	Development	of	the	Civil	Society.	
The	purpose	of	the	Atlas	 is	 to	contribute	to	the	knowledge	of	social	

economy	 in	 Romania,	 its	 percentage	 in	 the	 national	 economy	 and	 its	
main	proportions.	
The	research	can	be	consulted	electronically[2]	and	it	addresses	those	

responsible	 for	 drafting	 and	 implementing	 the	 public	 policies	 frame‐
work,	the	students,	the	teachers	and	the	social	economy	entities.	

                                                 
[1]	Doctor	in	sociology,	Executive	Director,	Alternative	Sociale	Association,	Iaşi,	8A	

Cuza	Vodă	street,	e‐mail:	cluca@alternativesociale.ro.	
[2]	www.ies.org.ro,	accesed	on	05.01.2013	
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SEA	 2012	 uses	 data	 from	 the	 Statistical	 Register	 (REGIS)	 of	 the	
National	 Institute	 of	 Statistics,	 respectively	 the	 balance‐sheets	 for	 the	
years	 2000,	 2005,	 2007,	 2008,	 2009,	 2010	 of	 the	 organizations	 that	
have	 a	 form	 of	 cooperation	 and	 common	 property.	 This	 includes	 the	
main	 national	 data	 on	 social	 economy,	 incomes,	 personnel,	 fields	 of	
activity	and	some	regional	data.	
SEA	2012	desires	 to	present	 the	main	players	of	 social	 economy	 in	

Romania	and	matters	such	as:	their	scale	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	
performed	activities,	where	are	they	localized,	the	number	of	employed	
persons	 and	 what	 are	 the	 main	 tendencies	 in	 the	 field	 of	 social	
economy.	
In	the	opening	of	the	study,	the	author	presents	the	main	conceptual	

and	 institutional	 landmarks	 (cooperatives,	 associations	 and	 founda‐
tions,	mutual	societies	and	social	enterprises)	used	in	social	economy.	
The	 chapter	 Methodological	 landmarks	 presents	 the	 sources	 of	

information	 (micro‐data	 from	 the	 accounting	 balance‐sheets,	 sociolo‐
gical	 investigations)	 that	 Ștefan	 Constantinescu	 consider	 as	 being	 “a	
good	 approximation	 of	 the	 empirical	 reality	 of	 the	 social	 economy	 in	
Romania”.	In	this	chapter	the	reader	is	warned	that,	unlike	the	previous	
edition,	 a	 series	 of	 organizations	 (unions,	 employer	 unions,	 churches)	
were	excluded,	 fact	that	could	generate	differences	between	the	series	
of	 published	 data.	 The	 author	 also	 warns	 the	 reader	 that	 the	 most	
important	variables	included	in	the	SEA	2012	were	verified	in	order	to	
identify	 the	 extreme	 and	 improbable	 cases	 due	 to	 some	 errors	made	
when	producing	the	balances	or	in	the	introduction	of	data	by	the	social	
economy	 entities.	 The	 most	 affected	 variable	 was	 the	 employed	 per‐
sonnel	that	present	the	greatest	variation	in	comparison	with	the	data	
presented	in	the	SEA	2011.	The	reader	is	invited	to	treat	and	interpret	
the	data	with	precaution	(especially	the	amounts,	the	total	data)	and	to	
give	 an	 increased	 attention	 to	 the	 indicator	 of	 central	 tendency	 that	
shows	the	current	situation,	the	evolution	and	the	trends	in	the	field.	
In	the	chapter	Associations	and	foundations,	these	social	economy	

entities	are	defined	from	the	perspective	of	their	evolution	(the	number	
of	 associations	 and	 foundations	 established	 each	 year,	 the	 active	
incomes	and	 the	produced	 incomes,	 the	employed	personnel,	 fields	of	
activity,	 regional	distribution	etc.)	 in	Romania	and	 the	contribution	 to	
the	development	of	social	economy.	
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In	 the	 chapter	 Cooperation	 the	 author	 defines	 cooperatives,	 their	
purpose	 and	 makes	 the	 difference	 between	 the	 cooperative	 and	 the	
association	in	the	sense	that	the	first	can	distribute	partially	or	totally	
the	potential	incomes,	proportional	with	the	capital	contribution	of	the	
cooperative	members,	presenting	them	as	a	possible	attraction	for	the	
practitioners	within	the	social	economy	sectors	when	they	choose	one	
juridical	form	or	another.	The	author	mentions	that	in	Romania	the	best	
known	forms	of	cooperatives	are	the	crafts	cooperative,	the	consumers	
cooperatives,	 the	 credit	 and	 the	 agricultural	 cooperatives	 which	 are	
analyzed	 from	 the	 perspective	 of	 the	 employees,	 the	 distribution	 of	
incomes,	the	members	etc.	
In	 the	 chapter	 Credit	 Unions,	 the	 author	 explains	 the	 difference	

between	the	two	forms	of	these,	which	are	the	Employers’	Credit	Unions	
and	the	Pensioners’	Credit	Unions.	It	is	mentioned	that	the	advantage	of	
the	 Pensioners’	 Credit	 Unions	 is	 they	 ensure	 access	 to	 certain	 type	 of	
social	 services	 for	 its	members.	 The	 Employers’	 Credit	 Unions	 and	 the	
Pensioners’	 Credit	 Unions	 are	 analyzed	 from	 the	 perspective	 of	 the	
number	of	 institutions,	of	 the	assets,	 the	 incomes	and	the	results	of	 the	
financial	exercise,	the	employees,	the	regional	distribution	etc.	
The	 last	 chapter	of	 the	 study,	 called	 the	Social	Economy	Regional	

Atlas,	 presents	 the	 social	 economy	 entities	 distributed	 per	 deve‐
lopment	regions	 from	the	perspective	of	 the	urban	areas,	 the	GDP	per	
capita	and	the	presence	of	social	economy	entities,	notes	regarding	the	
jobs	in	the	field	etc.	
Being	at	its	second	issue,	the	Social	Economy	Atlas	offers	some	infor‐

mation	 which	 are	 more	 specific	 and	 refined	 in	 comparison	 with	 the	
previous	 editions,	 but	we	must	be	 cautious	 regarding	 the	 information	
that	 present	 the	 current	 situations,	 the	 evolution	 and	 the	 trends	 of	
social	economy.	
In	 the	 context	where	 the	 interest	 for	 analyzing	 the	 social	 economy	

sector	is	new,	the	issue	of	this	study	is	salutary	and	the	concern	of	the	
Social	 Economy	 Institute	 to	 continue	 the	 analysis	 work	 in	 this	 sector	
deserves	to	be	encouraged	because	these	represent	a	necessary	instru‐
ment	 for	 the	 making	 of	 social	 economy	 development	 policies	 in	 Ro‐
mania.	




